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In this fascinating book
Doukhan challenges the two
voices—Israel and Christianity,
which try to witness to the
same God—to enter into
dialogue and learn from each
other. What Christians could learn from Israel is to
appreciate the gift of the Torah, the value of creation
and enjoyment of life, the celebration of time in the
experience of the weekly Shabbat, the “not yet” of
the messianic hope. What the Jews could learn from
the Christian church is the good news about the
event of God’s salvation, His visitation in the flesh of
human history, His personal relationship with each
individual, the “already” of the kingdom of God.
This book is indeed a call to overcome separation
and hatred, for only when enemies become friends
will the voice of God be heard in a world which
needs to hear it.
“Dr. Doukhan invites us to make real our vocations to become God’s witnesses working for the
Kingdom of God, combating racism in all its forms,
bringing peace and spirituality to a world that
hungers for God’s Word. Israel and the Church is
required reading, a must, for Christians and Jews
involved in the dialogue, for beginners as well as
seminary students.”—Rabbi Leon Klenicki (Director
Emeritus, Department of Interfaith Affairs, AntiDefamation League)
“Doukhan not only distills a generation of scholarship to provide the reader with the best short introduction to Jewish-Christian relations available today,
but also provides numerous quite challenging new
perspectives that will make it fascinating for veterans of the dialogue as well as beginners. An instant
classic.”—Dr. Eugene J. Fisher (Associate Director,
Secretariat for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs,
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops)
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The Mystery of Israel
Jacques B. Doukhan
Review and Herald 		
Publishing Association, 2004
143 pp., $9.99
Jacques B. Doukhan
approaches the much debated
issue of Israel and Christianity
through the eyes of both a
scholar of Jewish heritage and
an Adventist. He examines the traditional theories: Has
God rejected the Jews as His special people and replaced
them with the Christian church (rejection-supersessionist theory)? Or does He have two separate ways
of salvation, Judaism and Christianity, under different
covenants (dispensationalist theory)? Doukhan suggests
a third and better way to understand God’s plan of salvation. He argues that the movements diverged when
Christianity rejected the law, especially the Shabbat.
Now, Israel has the law without Jesus, and Christianity
has Jesus without the law. In his conclusion Doukhan
points to Adventism which can play an important role
in healing the breach.
“Careful and clear analysis of theological arguments,
. . . The issues raised by Doukhan can no longer be
ignored by the Adventist community.”—Angel Manuel
Rodriguez, Ph.D. (Director, Biblical Research Institute,
General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists)
“In this penetrating study, Dr. Doukhan exposes
the faulty theology undergirding much contemporary
Christian thinking . . . regarding Israel. . . . A well-reasoned case for an alternative model that is more faithful
to the evidence of Scripture. . . . Doukhan’s model is
especially pertinent for Seventh-day Adventists.”—
Richard M. Davidson, Ph.D. (Old Testament
Department, J. N. Andrews Professor of Old Testament
Interpretation and Chair, Seventh-day Adventist
Theological Seminary, Andrews University)
“A close and linguistically rich study of all the relevant passages of Scripture, . . . This is a very helpful volume on a key theme for Christians generally, . . . Highly
recommended.”—Ivan T. Blazen, Ph.D. (Professor
of Biblical Interpretation and Theology, Faculty of
Religion, Loma Linda University)

